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The circle at Glory Ridge is like a long 
conversation with voices coming in, drifting 
away, and then returning. The conversa-
tion is about the surprises of the week, the 
simple joys of working with our families, 
encounters with Christ, pain at home, the 
friendships made that week.
– Robert Payne

I can say with some authority that 
it is highly unusual for a congrega-
tion to commit to one particular 
mission project for 25 consecutive 
years.  It is even more unusual for that 
project to continue to improve over 
those 25 years.  Obviously there is 
something extraordinary about Glory 
Ridge.
– The Rev. Virginia Herring

At Glory Ridge we get to see the gospel in action.  In fact, if you go to Glory 
Ridge, you get to BE the gospel in action.  For a week, you get to live in a world 
where love and compassion drive everything.  It is an amazing experience.  But it 
is truly an experience of this whole congregation.  It takes all of us, all the dona-
tions, all the prayers, all the loving support to make it happen.  If it were just a 
project of the youth group, it would have died long ago.
– The Rev. Virginia Herring

At Glory Ridge we are all re-grounded with a sense 
of simplicity.  Up there, there is always something 
to do and always someone to talk to.  And I think 
everyone can understand what I mean when I say 
that when the trip was over and we all returned 
home, there was a little bit of sadness; sadness be-
cause up there you are never alone.  In Greensboro, 
there are many obstructions that block out the 
light of the stars.  However distant and dim those 
stars are, I know that in each one of us, Glory 
Ridge created a light when we became a com-
munity, where we shined for those we helped as 
much as they did for us.
– Maggie Neas

Holy Trinity and Glory Ridge: A Twenty-five Year Partnership in Faith, Action and Love
A Place Where Work Becomes Worship
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On the Gospel and Contemplative Practice
“The gospel is the core of Christian living.  It has within 
it a contemplative dimension.  The dimension is God’s 
invitation to every human being, through Jesus Christ, to 
share God’s very nature. It begins with a way of listening 
with our ears, eyes, and heart. It grows as a desire to know 
God and to enter into God’s love. This is made possible by 
a dying to self (or emptying to self) that becomes a radical 
emptying to God and experience of God’s love. Through a 

pattern of abiding in God that we call contemplative prayer, 
a change in consciousness takes place.  This dynamic shar-
ing of God’s nature forms each person and opens them to 
the mind and very life of Christ, challenging them to be 
instruments of God’s love and energy in the world.  This 
contemplative consciousness bonds each person in a union 
with God and with all other persons.  It enables them to 
find God present in all things.”  

-Ruth Anderson

Bourgeault continued from page 3

For the past two summers, Holy 
Trinity and The Servant Leadership 
School have sent 28 children from 
Partnership Village to one week of 
overnight camp at Camp Weaver. With 
the good help of a group of dedicated 
volunteers who tutor the children 
twice a week during the school year, 
and the creativity of Jamie Cosson 
and Aishia Griffin from Camp Weaver 
along with the generous financial 
support from the people from Holy 
Trinity, all the children from Partner-
ship Village who wanted to attend 
overnight camp had that opportunity 
this past summer. 

Camp Weaver, an exceptional camp 
with superb facilities and staff at the 
edge of Greensboro, welcomed the 
children to fully participate in all 
aspects of the overnight camp experi-
ence. Some of the children did not 
have bathing suits or sleeping bags or 
other necessities on the camp list of 
things to bring. The volunteers and 
parents worked together so that the 
children went to camp “like all others.” 
Also the volunteers arranged to have a 
physician come to the housing com-
plex to give the children the necessary 
physical to attend. Many people in our 
community worked together so that 
the children would have this experi-
ence. 

Jodi, one of the children we have 
known for the past three years, 
beamed as she talked about the fun she 
had at camp this summer. She could 

not stop talking about the horse she 
rode and how she learned to swim. 
When asked about her favorite part 
she said: “I got to eat three meals each 
day and it was so good!” Destiny said 
she loved the fire at night and the arts 
and crafts. She described some game 
that involved gold spray paint, the 
woods and a grand prize. 

When our group starts tutoring 
many of these same children this fall,  
 

we will continue to build relationships 
with them and their families. Several 
of these children have moved multiple 
times in the past couple of years and 
have lived a life only few of us can 
imagine. Our community gave them 
this overnight camp experience that 
simply allowed them to just be chil-
dren. Thank you.

- Ruth Anderson

Camp Weaver Welcomes Kids from Partnership Village
The Servant Leadership School Opens Up New Experiences

Destiny and Jodi have attended Camp Weaver for the past two summers thanks to the generostiy of the 
Servant Leadership School and members of Holy Trinty
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A pilgrimage is a journey for your soul’s sake. It is a 
time for spiritual growth, for reflection, for meeting God 
at some of the “thin places” of the earth. The Rev. Vir-
ginia Herring and Pat Bailey led 15 pilgrims on a Sabbath 
Pilgrimage to Iona, Scotland this past July through the 
auspices of Healing Ground, a day retreat center in Sum-
merfield. 

Mindie Burgoyne writes, “Thin places are ports in the 
storm of life, where the pilgrims can move closer to the 
God they seek, where one leaves that which is familiar and 
journeys into the Divine Presence.” 

Each pilgrim sets an intention for their particular jour-
ney. Each day there are opportunities for worship and hold-
ing circle so that the group can build a sense of community 
while on their own separate path. 

One pilgrim from Atlanta wrote in her journal, “Our 
pilgrimage group is filled with many colorful personalities 
with abundant gifts. How wonderful that we are all seeking 
insight, hope and peace through simplicity in Iona where 
there will be abundant space for prayer.”
The Journey Begins

Just getting to Iona is a journey. 
A coach met us at the Glasgow airport and they then 

traveled about four hours through the grandeur of Loch 
Lomond to the picturesque harbor town of Oban. After a 
restful night, we boarded the ferry for the Isle of Mull. We 
hired taxis and did some exploring on Mull. 

Pilgrims Suzanne Goddard and Barbara Cromheecke 
wrote, “As we wound our way up the coast, we stopped at 
the small seaside town of Tobermory, a very picturesque 
sight, its harbor ringed with brightly painted buildings 
and filled with sailboats. Continuing on we went inland 
to the Kilmore Standing Stones hidden away at the top of 
a hill set in a clearing surrounded by a cathedral-like pine 
forest. This sacred circle indeed was a very thin place, and 
we wondered how and why the Druids had brought these 
stones here…touching them felt as if we were connecting 
to a spiritual energy from the far distant past.” 

A jewel on this excursion was stopping at the Kilmore 

Parish Church in Dervaig. It was one of seven medieval 
parish churches that were annexed to the Abbey of Iona 
early in the 15th century. 

The present church was dedicated in 1905 and features 
some incredible stained glass windows, one of which 
depicts Christ and a pregnant Mary Magdalene. We were 
also fortunate that the church organist, who was our guide/
historian, played a wonderful Messiaen composition for us 
on their new digital organ. We left reluctantly but needed 
to wend our way to the next ferry to Iona.
On the Island

Iona is the small three-mile island where St. Columba 
landed in his coracle after he left Ireland under a self-im-
posed exile in 597. Columba’s dedication and vision spread 
Christianity across Scotland, England, and Europe. 

Iona was also the burial place of Scottish kings for cen-
turies. Iona has some of the oldest rock outcroppings on 
the planet. The reflected stillness gives the impression of 
timelessness, and the holiness of the island is captured in 
the magical peace that is Iona. It is the perfect setting for 
practicing Sabbath. 

One pilgrim from Connecticut wrote in her journal, 
“Several dimensions of Sabbath infused this day—creation, 
celebration, companionship, re-creation, refreshment and 
rest. And within all this, the element of surprise providing 
us with the simple gifts of joy and delight.” 

The surprise was that two of our pilgrims, Elizabeth 
Graves and Chip Watkins, had made prior arrangements 
with Virginia to be married at Holy Trinity upon their 
return from the pilgrimage. However, they found that the 
allure of Iona was too compelling and that this was where 
they wanted to be married. It is a wedding that we all will 
fondly remember.
Returning Home

As the pilgrims returned home and unpacked, each has 
different treasured memories. New friendships, the ex-
change of wedding vows, commitments that we each have 
made in various forms, 
the stories and footsteps 
as we traversed the 
rocks, the winds on Iona 
and Mull, the unexpect-
ed blessings of Kilmore 
Church, the inspired 
music and worship at St. 
Michaels and the Abbey, 
the glorious sounds of 
silence. This was indeed 
travel and rest for our 
soul’s sake.

-Pat Bailey

Taking a Journey for Your Soul’s Sake
The Healing Ground Leads Pilgrimage to Iona

Newlyweds Elizabeth Graves and Chip 
Watkins after their ceremony on Iona

The first abbey was built on Iona in the thirteenth century; the current  
abbey (seen above) was restored in 1965 after 27 years of work
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Pilgrimage—the word evokes 
thoughts of a journey, holy lands, qui-
et meditation, encountering God…
and a trip to the desert?  For the 
youth of Holy Trinity, their pilgrim-
age did include a trip to the desert.  
Sixteen youth and five adults jour-
neyed to New Mexico for two weeks 
after months of preparation leading 
up to the trip.

The trip was an incredible blending 
of different elements.  First was the 
immersion in different Native Ameri-
can religious traditions.  The group 
got up at 5 a.m. to experience sunrise 
on the summer solstice as part of the 
tradition of the Hopi people at Chaco 
Canyon.  Then a few days later, Cor-
nelia Eaton and her daughter Nicole, 
our hosts from St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church on the Navajo reservation, 
offered the group a combined Navajo/
Episcopal service of Holy Eucharist 
in the desert.  The service included 
a traditional Navajo “smudging”-- a 
blessing offered with, in this case, 
smoke from burned cedar.

The second facet of the journey was 
the experience of the shifting land-
scape, including the deserts of the 
Southwest in Farmington and again at 
Ghost Ranch, but also the lush green 
of the mountains around Taos.  Day 

to day activities, such as the need to 
drink more water due to the eleva-
tion and the heat and the dryness of 
the air, heightened our awareness of 
water, and the gift that it is for us all.  
The variation and glory of Creation 
often left us in awe.

The third piece of our communal 
pilgrimage was the joy and the chal-
lenge of life in community.  Planning 
meals, celebrating a birthday, decid-

ing which route to drive each day, 
allowing people time alone when they 
needed it—all of those things became 
part of the communal life.  And as 
we learned to make allowances for 
each other, we began to appreciate the 
glory of God not just in the religious 
traditions of the Native Americans, 
or in the natural beauty of the world, 
but in each other, and in the people 
around us as well.  

Youth Experience God in Their Journey to the Desert
Pilgrimage to New Mexico Blends the Ancient and Modern

The group woke up at dawn in Chaco Canyon to witness the summer solstice which was celebrated by 
drummers from the Hopi tribe. These are the pilgrims at the Angel Peak Badlands with a 100 mile view.


